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Big Idea that drives Lesson/Unit: 
• Artists borrow, change, subvert, and combine images to create new meanings. Art does not have 

to be purely original. It’s important for students to understand how artists develop ideas from 
their experiences, surroundings, and ideas; NOT out of thin air. Teaching students about 
appropriation will help them better understand how art relates to the history and culture of its time 
period and how deeper meanings are created. 

 
Key concepts about Big Idea: 

• Art appropriation continues to challenge traditional notions of originality and test the boundaries 
of what it means to be an artist. 

• Appropriation enables artists to change the concept and mood of a work. 
 
Fine Arts Goals Met by the Objectives: 

• VA:Cr2.1.8 - Students who meet the standards will understand that artists and designers 
experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and art-making approaches. 

o a. Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue ideas, forms, 
and meanings that emerge in the process of art making or designing.  

 
3-4 Essential Questions: 

• How do people express themselves through art today? 
• What will art be like 10, 20, 30 years from now? 
• How does art record and communicate the human experience? 
• How does art help us learn about other people? 

 
Vocabulary Acquisition: 

• Appropriation: the intentional borrowing, copying, and alteration of preexisting images and 
objects. 

• Style: a distinctive or characteristic manner of expression. 
• Concept: a general notion or idea 
• Mood: inducing or suggestive of a particular feeling or state of mind 

 
Key Artistic Concepts: 

• Watercolor & Pastel techniques 
 
Artmaking Materials Needed:  

• Watercolor Paper, watercolors, brushes, cups, towels 
• Pastels, construction paper 
• Artworks with artist, date, medium, and concept on back 
• Handout 

o Steps 
o Rubric 
o Space for sketching 
o Artist Statement 

 
Bell Work:  

• Does an object have to be original to be considered art? 
• Does art have to look “real”? 
• Can everything be considered art? What makes something art? 
• Where do we see art in our everyday lives? 
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• Can art be beautiful and ugly at the same time? 
• Can art be good if it didn’t take a long time to make? 
• Can you be an artist without any training? Why or why not? 
• Essential Questions 

 
Procedures: 

• SCHEDULE 
o Prezi 

§ Intro Visualization Activity 
• Handout colored pencils and paper 
• Explain activity 

o (5 minutes) Students will draw an image based on my 
description of Keeping the Dark Side in the Shade 

§ https://technabob.com/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2012/02/darth-vader-parasol-david-
barton_01.jpg 

o Show Claude Monet’s Woman with a Parasol 
§ https://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-

large-5/woman-with-a-parasol-claude-monet.jpg 
•  

  
• Discuss how the concept and mood has changed 

o Cultural differences 
o Reason for shade 
o Reasons for making those differences 

§ Presentation 
• Discuss vocab 
• Compare and Contrast images 
• Discuss Project and handout 
• Examples 

§ FOR 2ND DAY REVIEW 
o https://vimeo.com/121230081 STOP AT 2:10 
o Discuss vocab 
o Discuss Project  
o Steps 
o Examples 
o Demonstrations 

§ Watercolor and Pastel 
o Class 

§ Choose original image of famous work of art 
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• Write down NAME and TITLE of original 
• Write down your own name 
• Sketch ideas and answer questions 

§ Final Projects 
• Lightly sketch 
• Color in with watercolor and pastel 

§ Critique 
• Artist Statements  


