
K&1 Lesson: Matisse Goldfish by Emma Jebe
CREATING-Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work. Essential Questions 

-How does art make a place better?#1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be 
developed.
Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking 
with traditions in pursuit of creative artmaking goals.

#2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. Descriptors (how students demonstrate)
#1 - Students will make art about something they 
have experienced.
#2 - Students will explain their choices
#3 - Students will be thoughtful about specific 
choice of paper to express a feeling

Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, 
concepts, media, and art-making approaches

Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and 
responsibility while developing and creating artworks.

X
People create and interact with objects, places, and design that define, 
shape, enhance, and empower their lives. (People change things around them to fit 
what they like)

#3. Refine and complete artistic work.

Artist and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive 
critique, reflecting on, revising, and refining work over time.

PRESENTING-Interpreting and sharing artistic work. Activities and Strategies
Day 1:
1. Set the mood and present Matisse's Goldfish
2. Demo
    -Choose background, table, and paper for 
fishbowl
    -Trace, cut, and glue down fishbowl
Day 2:
1. Trace, cut, and glue leaves, and flowers
Day 3:
1. Practice drawing goldfish and blending oil 
pastels in sketchbooks
2. Draw & blend goldfish, bubbles, and top of 
bowl
Day 4:
1. 6-Foot test
2. Mat & tag
3. Artist statement [1]

#4. Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation.

Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, 
venues, and criteria when analyzing, selecting, and curating objects 
artifacts, and artworks for preservation and presentation.

#5. Develop and refine artistic work for presentation.
Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods 
including evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for 
display and or when deciding if and how to preserve and protect it.

#6. Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods 
including evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for 
display and or when deciding if and how to preserve and protect it.

RESPONDING-Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey 
                           meaning.
#7. Perceive and analyze artistic work.

Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through 
engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, 
others, the natural world, and constructed environments.

Materials
Fish video, presentation, EXs
Backgrounds & Tables
Oil Pastels
Fishbowl stencils
Flowers, leaves, seaweed 
stencils
Scissors

Skills & 
Techniques
Collage
Cutting
Blending
Identifying feeling 
in an artwork

Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world.

#8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

X
 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the 
process of art criticism. (Artwork can have a meaning.  We can figure out the meaning in artwork.)

#9. Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. Vocabulary
Experience-Senses -sight, sound, taste, feel, smell
Connections-Define with them
Collage-Cutting and gluing

People evaluate art based on various criteria.

CONNECTING-Relating artistic ideas and work with personal 
                            meaning and external context.
#10. Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to 
make art.

X
Through art-making, people make meaning by investigating and 
developing awareness of perceptions, knowledge, and experiences. [Artist 
create work about things they experience (see, smell, hear, touch, feel). Artists make connections with their work.]

#11. Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding.

Sequence: 1Q 2Q 3Q 4Q
People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history 
through their interactions with and analysis of art.



[1]     -Henri Matisse went on a trip and when he was there lots of people were watching goldfish peacefully float by in the 
water
    -After the trip, Matisse decided that watching goldfish was so calming that he went out and got his own bowl and goldfish.
    -Matisse created this artwork because he wanted to create art that made him feel comfortable and calm, like a good 
armchair.
    -Present enduring understandings & essential question


